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Editorial

by lan Fielding.
Dear Members,
The last couple of years have been turmoil for the fancy in general, and like others,
we have been affected also.
We have had a number of fanciers not re-joining the society, possible due to the fact
that they have lost interest, or just not bred any Pied’s. If you know anyone who has
Pied’s, then please encourage him or her to join our Club and be eligible to win the
awards at shows etc.
As you will see in later articles and the enclosed letter, due to the falling membership
we are also losing officials of the Club, and we are in a desperate need of new blood
into the Committee etc. These positions are not too demanding — we only have 1 or 2
meetings a year, and as a Club attend just the Specialist & rare and the BS Club
Shows, to allocate Patronage, Trophies, publicise the Club and take subscriptions etc.
So, if anyone is interested in helping run the Club then please contact us, and come
to the AGM in April.
As those of you who attended the BS Club Show in Doncaster in November, |
personally did not attend due to work commitments, with a trip to the US, in fact |
spoke to Pat after the Show while | was just leaving Atlanta Zoo! So apologies for not
having photographs of the winners etc in this issue.
If you have anything you would like published in the next Variegated Post — or ideas
for articles, then please send these to me.
| hope you have all had a good start to the breeding season, and that yet again we

will see some good quality Pied’s on the Show Bench.

Please e-mail with your comments! i.fielding@blueyonder.co.uk

Yours

Tan Ficlding.



Dates for Your Diary

Committee Meetings in 2004/2005
Sunday April 10" 2005 — Loddington Village Hall. Northants
Directions in February Variegated Post.
10.00am until 12.30pm
(Prior to A.G.M at 1.00pm)

V.B.C. - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2005

Sunday April 10" 2005
Starts 1.00pm (usually 1-1%/, hours)

Loddington Village Hall. Northants

Lunch will be available from 12.30pm

Also Pied Show of Great Britain

The be held on the morning of the AGM - Judge S. Clarke
Schedules and details in February 2005 Varigated Post

Will non-committee members requiring lunch please let the

General Secretary know 1 week prior to the AGM to allow for extra refreshments.

Please try to attend — This is the only time when members can voice their feelings about society issues;

whether good or bad.




Directions tfo the AGM.
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The Venue is located just south of the
Al14, coming from the M6 and M1
Intersection you will travel 17 miles
towards Kettering, turing down the
B576 before getting to Rothwell.

Loddington is approximately 1% miles
south of the A14.

Fro the A1(M) northbound follow the
Al4 approximately 28 miles, passing
Kettering and again just after Rothwell
you will turn left (South) along the
B576 towards Loddington.




Agenda for the 2005 Annual General Meeting of the

Variegated Budgerigar Club

The Chairman asks the President to formally open the Meeting.

1. Apologies for Absence
2. President’s Address.
3. Minutes of the AGM held on 4™ April 2004 — as per 2004 Year Book
4, Matters Arising.
AGM Notes:

5. To receive the Annual Reports from:

a) General Secretary

b) Auditors

c) Treasurer. Submit Accounts.

d) Subscription Secretaries

e) Patronage Secretary.

f) Editor/Slide Show Controller

g) Press Officer

h) Area Group Organisers
6. Correspondence.
7. Election of Officers & Committee

Sue Clarke as outgoing President hands over the chain off office to the New President.

Dougie Mathie was proposed to be re-elected to the
Presidency of the VBC in 2005 as he was the
incumbent in 2003 which was a lost year for the fancy
due to the ““budgie virus™, however due to Events in
his Work in 2005 he is not able to take on this role.
Brian Sweeting has been approached and agreed to
be the VBC President for 2005 in recognition of his
work for the Pied Fancy over the years. It is also
proposed that Dougie Mathie be elected President
Elect for 2005 to take over from Brian in 2006

Position Person Proposed Seconded
President Please See notes

President Elect

Chairman Bill Green

Vice-Chairman Geoff Capes

General Secretary lan Fielding

Minutes Secretary lan Fielding

Treasurer Eric Simister

Subscriptions Secretary

Patronage Secretary

Patricia Fielding

Editor lan Fielding
Slide Show Controller lan Fielding
Press Officer lan Fielding
Trophy Steward

Auditors Mr W.H. Pearce

Mrs j. Pearce

Honorary Life Members

Mr P. & Mrs C. Adams

Mr D.G.Stiling

Mr T.Ormerod

Mr J. Broadhurst

Life Vice-Presidents

Mr.G.Al-Nasser,
Mr.W.S.Bancroft, Mr.P.Davis,
Mr.A.Fullilove,
Mr.C.McDowie,
Mr.F.Punchard.

Vice-Presidents

Mrs.L.Bancroft, Mr.J.Bird,




Mr.J.Bonner, Mr.L.Bradley,
Mr G. Capes, Mrs P.Clements
Mr W.Clements,

Mrs. J.Elsmore, Mr. I.Fielding,
Mrs P.Fielding, Mr.W.Green,
Mr W.Green. (Bill),
Mr.M.K.Ingham, Mr.G.White.

Committee Standing

D. Stiling

R. Clarke

S. Clarke

C. Thorne

Ballot Scrutineers NCA

Area Group Organisers

Southern J. Elsmore
Scottish D. Mathie
North West

North East

Wales

East Midlands

8. Subscriptions.

9. Honoraria

10. V.B.C. Yearbook - Comments.

11. Specialist & Rare Varieties Open Show / BS Convention
12. B.S. Show and V.B.C. Club Show 2006
13. V.B.C. Stand - where has it been

14. VBC Website.

15. Roll of Honour

16. Annual General Meeting 2006

17. Committee Meetings 2005 — 2006

18. V.B.C. Member of the Year

19. Any Other Business.

Please send any items for the Agenda to the Secretary by the
7 April 2004
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VBC merchandise/

As you will have read earlier - we now have VBC Mugs!

VAR EGATED
BUDGERIGA

These are in full colour, with the Club Colour Logo - drawn by Eric
Peake - These are available from the General Secretary at a cost
of £4.50 incl P&P in the UK, and £5.50 (10 euros) incl P&P rest of
world.

See a colour picture of these on the VBC Website -
www.variegatedbc.co.uk

We also now have our own VBC Pied Breeding registers, these will
take up to 26 Pairs and are colour coded to the UK Colour of Rings
for the particular year. These are £1.50 incl P&P.

See these at the VBC Stand at the Specialist & Rare

Variety Show and the VBC/BS Club Show.
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The VBC has gone Computerised!

VBC Slide Show now available on CD-Rom

For those who have seen the VBC Slide Show on loan to
societies over the years it has proved to be dated and I

find myself difficult to

update.

So what we are have done is to
scan the original set of slides
- add text pages, including

breeding expectations etc,

update the pictures with ones

from members own Web Sites, and new ones taken on

digital camera.

The CD-Roms are available from the general Secretary at
a cost of £6.00 including postage and packing. These can
be used at Club meetings, or for loan to members and may

prove useful to those newcomers to Pieds who would like to

learn more about them

12



THE VARIEGATED POST & YEAR BOOK

ADVERTISING RATES

All 3 issues 2 ISsues 1 issue
FULL PAGE - £25.00 £17.50 £10.00
HALF PAGE - £15.00 £10.00 £ 7.50

For your advertisement to appear in the next issue, please send a clear copy of your
advertisement together with appropriate fees to the EDITOR as soon as possible.

IMPORTANT

CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING THE V.B.C SHOULD BE SENT TO THE
CORRECT OFFICIAL CONCERNED.

Subscriptions, Orders for VBC Badges, etc. should be sent to the Subscriptions
Secretary : Mr A.W.Taylor. 3 Green Park Drive, Maghull, Liverpool. L31
8EN. Tel: 0151 526 0866

Note ; Replies and receipts will only be sent directly when an S.A.E. is enclosed
- otherwise you will receive them with your next VP.

Patronage Enquiries, should be sent to Mrs P.Fielding, 16 Pilkington Road. Southport.
Merseyside. PR8 6PD. Tel:01704 548327.

Items for the Agenda at the A.G.M. and queries about Society issues : should be
sent to Mr lan Fielding, 16 Pilkington Road. Southport. Merseyside. PR8 6PD.
Tel:01704 548327.

Items for inclusion in the V.P. should be sent to the Editor, lan Fielding, Address and
Tel. No. as above.
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BS Clubs Show report — List of Trophy Winners

Dominant Pieds
Bancroft Trophy
Cornish Trophy
Kingsway Trophy

Ken Gell Memorial Trophy
C H Ward Memorial Rose

Bowl

Fred Watson Trophy

J & P Trigg Trophy

Duncan American Trophy

Sussex Trophy
Brighton Trophy
Brook Trophy

Kent Trophy

Harry Bryan Trophy
Moy Trophy
Leicester Trophy
Alf Ormerod Trophy
Abbey Trophy

Recessive Pieds

Ghalib Al-Nasser Trophy

Kingsway Trophy

Jack O'Reilly Memorial

Freshney Trophy

Pete & Sheila Davis Trophy
Recessive Pied Cup

Shaftesbury Trophy
Rowe Trophy

Davis Trophy
Nicholls Trophy

William Walker Mem.

Trophy

J Fell Memorial Trophy

Alf Ormerod Trophy
G Abell Trophy
Lynton Trophy
Manchester Trophy
V G Hill Trophy

Junior Trophies
Canadian Trophy

Geoff Overton Trophy

Milldam Trophy
Milldam Trophy

Best Pied in Show

Best Dominant Pied

Best Dominant Pied Opp. Sex
Best Dominant Pied A/A

Best Dominant Pied Young Bird

Best Dominant Pied Y /Bird Opp. Sex
Best Dominant Pied Green Series

Best Dominant Pied Y /Bird Blue Series
Best Champion Dominant Pied A/A
Best Champion Dominant Pied Y /Bird
Best Intermediate Dominant Pied A/A

Not Awarded
Not Awarded
P. Reaney
P. Reaney
B. Sweeting

J & L McGeehan
P. Reaney

B. Sweeting

P. Reaney

B. Sweeting

J & L McGeehan

Best Intermediate Dominant Pied Y /BirdJ & L McGeehan

Best Intermediate Dominant Pied Hen Y /B

Best Novice Dominant Pied A/A
Best Novice Dominant Pied Y/Bird
Best Beginner Dominant Pied A/A
Best Beginner Dominant Pied Y/Bird

Best Recessive Pied

Best Recessive Pied Opp. Sex

Best Recessive Pied Any Age

Best Recessive Pied Y/Bird

Best Recessive Pied Y/Bird Opp. Sex
Best Champion Recessive Pied

Best Champion Recessive Pied A/A
Best Champion Recessive Pied Y/Bird
Best Intermediate Recessive Pied
Best Intermediate Rec. Pied A/A

Best Intermediate Recessive Pied Y /Bird

Best Novice Recessive Pied

Best Novice Recessive Pied A/A
Best Novice Recessive Pied Y/Bird
Best Beginner Recessive Pied

Best Beginner Recessive Pied A/A
Best Beginner Recessive Pied Y/Bird

Best Junior Pied

2nd Best Junior Pied

Best Junior Dominant Pied Y/Bird
Best Junior Recessive Pied Y/Bird
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J & L McGeehan
J.W. Mitchell

J .W. Mitchell

B. Wilson

S. Wildes

Not Awarded
Adams & Swain
Adams & Swain
D. Spruce

D. Mathie

Not Awarded
Adams & Swain
D. Mathie

J. Coshy

J. Coshy

Not Awarded

Not Awarded

Not Awarded

Not Awarded

Not Awarded

D. Spruce

D. Farrow-Browne

Not Awarded
Not Awarded
Not Awarded
Not Awarded
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BREEDING WITH DOMINANT PIEDS
by Ghalib Al-Nasser

BUDGERIGARS with body colour variegation have always fascinated
budgerigar fanciers all over the World. The 1930s was the boom for new
mutations and among those that first appeared and became established with
body colour variegation were the Danish Recessive Pieds in 1932. This variety
did not see its way to the shores of the British Isles till 1948 when the late Cyril
Rogers brought examples of them from the late Herr C. af Eneljelm who at the
time was Curator of Helsinki Zoological Gardens in Finland. However, the first
actual pied birds to come to Great Britain as a breeding strain were the
Continental Clearflighted, which were initially developed in Belgium by Mon. M.
R. Raemaker in 1940. Specimens of this variety arrived in England soon after
the end of World War Il. In the early 1950s another variegated pied mutation
was established in Holland and brought to England, this was the Dutch Pied.

Their History

It was not until 1957/8 that a further pied mutation was brought to England and
purchased from a bird shop in Bristol by A. M. Cooper of Caerleon, South
Wales who then established them as a new strain of pieds in Great Britain. This
new variegated mutation was brought in from Australia and was called the
Australian Dominant Banded Pied due to the band of about %2 inch that cut
across the middle of the body just above the thighs. They are now known
simply as Dominant Pieds due to their breeding pattern. The Cooper strain
originated from two pieds that he bought from the bird shop when the import
ban was lifted; a Pied Grey and a Pied Green. They were exhibited for the first
time at the 1958 National Cage & Aviary Birds Exhibition and aroused
considerable interest among budgerigar fanciers of the day. That early strain to
be exhibited were all of the banded type.

This new mutation to the British Isles was established as far back as 1933 in
aviaries of some prominent fanciers in both Sydney and Melbourne but it was
Keith Ings of Sydney who established this banded pied variety in 1935. He
bought a pied bird, which was exhibited at the Royal Zoological Society show in
Sydney, and its parents (a normal Skyblue cock and an Olive Green hen). This
pied bird was described as being a green bird with half of its wings being yellow
and a bar of yellow across the body. It is believed that that trio of birds are the
ancestors of this wonderful strain of Dominant Pieds that we have today. This
pied bird must have been a Dark Green split for blue from the pedigree of its
parents.
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It was this latest variegated variety to arrive to Britain that became the most
popular of the pied varieties mainly due to its dominant breeding inheritance
and the ease of upgrading them to a high exhibition standard.

Their Coloration

As | mentioned above, the initial mutation had a solid body colour (either green
or blue) with a band of either yellow (green series) or white (blue series) cutting
across the body. The wings having irregular patches of yellow or white with the
primary wing flights being yellow or white depending on the body colour. The
primary tail feathers also being yellow or white. The initial strain had the head
patch and all the six throat spots. Their eyes were black with the white iris ring.
The colour of the cere was blue and the cheek patches were violet (or grey in
grey factor birds). They were a beauty to look at and | was fortunate enough to
buy one (Violet Banded Pied cock) from a pet breeder in 1972 but was unable
to breed with it.

Unfortunately Mr. Cooper paired his initial stock of those banded pieds to all
sort of varieties such as Fallows, Opalines, Cinnamons, Lacewings, Lutinos,
Albinos, Recessive Pieds, Yellows, Whites and Greywings and before long the
beauty of that banded pied was destroyed. Other breeders also crossed them
with the Continental Clearflighted as well.

Those outcrosses, especially to Recessive Pieds, used in the early days did not
result in producing more pieds in the nest, as their breeding pattern was well
established beforehand, but eventually resulted in pieds being produced of
random body and wing coloration. It was thought in those early days that by
pairing two pied varieties (the Banded Pied to the Recessive Pied) it would
result in more pieds in the nest, but that did not happen because of the two
different breeding patterns; consequently the downside was great.

What we have today across the World are Dominant Pieds with missing throat
spots, random body and wing colouration, missing head patches, odd dark flight
and tail feathers, broken cheek patches and random cere colour. And as with
many of the specialist varieties we, the breeders, have only got ourselves to
blame for destroying the initial characteristics and the beauty of the variety.

Breeding with Dominant Pieds

It was well established from the outset that there is a dominant gene controlling
the production of this pied variety and because of this dominant gene it will be
present in either a single factor (sf) or double factor (df) but determination of
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which is only possible by trial pairing to a non pied. Again because of its
dominant character no normal looking bird can be split for this variety.

Following Mendel's Laws of Genetics the various rules that govern the
inheritance of the Dominant Pied character irrespective of the actual colour or
sex are:

1. Dominant pied (sf) x Normal gives 50% Dominant pied (sf) + 50% Normals
2. Dominant pied (df) x Normal gives 100% Dominant pied (sf)
3. Dominant pied (sf) x Dominant pied (sf) gives 50% Dominant pied (sf)
+ 25% Dominant pied (df) + 25% Normals
4. Dominant pied (sf) x Dominant pied (df) gives 50% Dominant pied (sf)
+ 50% Dominant pied (df)
5. Dominant pied (df) x Dominant pied (df) gives 100% Dominant pied (df)

Fanciers will need to understand that the use of the terminology of “Normal”
above is in reference to budgerigars without the dominant pied characteristics
and the percentages above is not that of one or two nests but is calculated from
100 offspring from similar pairings.

Yet there are no two dominant pieds that look alike. With this bird there are two,
four or six factors (modifiers) which each give a different visual appearance.
The distribution of its pattern markings is affected by modifying agents and also
some influence is attributed to the distant cross pairings with Danish Recessive
Pieds and Continental Clearflighted.

Most exhibiting fanciers cross their Dominant Pieds to non-pieds whether they
are normals, opalines or cinnamons with occasional crossing to yellowfaces.

Unlike breeders of the Spangle variety breeding a double factor Dominant Pied
IS not a necessity. Most double factor dominant pieds will have some markings
on the body and wings although to a lesser degree than the single factors, but it
Is not a rule to distinguish them as double factor dominant pieds. There have
been many single factor dominant pieds that are very lightly marked. The only
way to distinguish them is by test mating.

Judging this variety

The Budgerigar Society has laid down a Colour Standard for the variety
including Scale of Points and Guidelines for Judges and Exhibitors. For
example the variety requires six spots like most varieties. The cheek patches
should be violet (apart from grey factor birds where they will be grey) and the
general body colour of maximum 50% ratio of solid body colour to clear colour.
The head patch is optional and a dark flight or tail feather is acceptable (in other
countries’ Colour Standards this will be treated as a fault). The eyes should be
black with a white iris. The colour of the cere can be a mix of blue, fleshy pink or
19




a mixture of both in cocks (brown in hens) while the feet and legs can be
blue/grey mottled, fleshy pink or a mixture of both.

The Scale of Points for all varieties lean towards the budgerigar with a total of
60 points for size including head and 40 points for colour and variety markings.
The Guidelines state that Dominant Pieds with clear body colour, an unbroken
body colour, all clear wings and spillage of the mask colour around the neck
and back of head and the absence of one or more spots should all be
penalised. Also an odd eyed pied (a pied with one eye solid colour and the
other eye with a white iris) should be exhibited in the Dominant Pied class and
be penalised accordingly.

How often have we seen Dominant Pieds winning challenge certificates or
major/section specials with some of the faults outlined above for which they
should have been penalised. | suppose judges, and | am no exception, will
always hide behind the fact that we go for the budgie first because of this 60/40
points ratio.

I will always remember one dilemma that | faced in my second judging
engagement after passing my B.S. judging test in 1988. It was at the 1989
South Essex BS championship show when | was invited to judge and one of the
colours that were allocated to me was the Dominant Pieds. In those days these
championship shows were of 1000 bird benched and there were 5 other judges
senior to me invited as well.

In most cases one may expect to find the CC winner for most colours from the
champion adult cock class and this what | looked for when | judged that class
first. To my surprise neither the adult cock or hen class winners were of
significant value. When the champion cock young bird class came before me |
faced my dilemma. The class again was average apart from one, which was
outstanding for its time. It was the easy winner for the class but the bird had too
much yellow on the body, clear wings and missing spots. As a new judge | went
and consulted two of my fellow judges and they came to have a look at the
class. Their advice was that the bird was far ahead of the others in that class
and despite its faults it should win the class. | took their advice and placed it first
but by doing so | would face the same dilemma later on. | carried on judging the
remainder of the classes and hoped that | would find a class winner near
enough in quality without faults. You will have guessed by now that when the
best of colour line up of all class winners came before me this bird was still the
best. Further advice from two other judges was the same and eventually this
bird won the red and blue colour dots and went on to win best young bird in
show for Gren & Pat Norris (Norris & Baldry then). That bird, throughout the
show season, became a marked bird and judges either gave it a first and went
all the way to give it the challenge certificate or took the safe approach and
placed it second in the class and the matter ended then. That bird went on to
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win the challenge certificate at the B.S. club show as well in that year. Which
judges were right in their placing of that bird and which were wrong? This
discussion will never end, but food for thought is that we never judge a normal
green or blue with similar faults and give them specials.

The Club

The variety is very popular among breeders and is always winning major and
section specials at championship shows but as yet unfortunately it has never
won the supreme award at the B.S. Club Show. It came close when Muir &
Crossman won the best any age award at the 1978 show and Brian Sweeting
won the young bird award at the 2004 show. The late Eric Lane won the
National with a Dominant Pied Grey in the early 1980s.

Advert - Ghalib

21




Variegated
Budgerigar
Club.

- a progressive Society to cater for the real needs of all Breeders and Exhibitors of Pied Budgerigars.

Membership Fees: Single £7.00
Partnerships £10.00
Husband & Wife £9.00
Senior Citizen £5.00
Disabled Members  £5.00
Juniors Free — but Juniors must register their intention to be

a member with the Subscriptions Secretary each year.
Life Membership 20 times ordinary fee.

Club Badge £1.25 Plus Postage
Please enclose an S.A.E. at all times. Please make cheque/P.O./Drafts payable to:
VARIEGATED BUDGERIGAR CLUB.

Fees must accompany application to the Subscriptions Secretary:
Mr A.W. Taylor. 3 Green Park Drive, Maghull, Liverpool. L31 8EN. Tel 0151 526 0866

APPLICATION FORM
Please enrol/renew me as a Member of the VV.B.C.

for which I enclose £ . p in Sterling only.
Name

Address

Postal Code Tel.
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